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Treasures from our Collection at Colonial Williamsburg

Drayton Hall is pleased to announce that 26 
objects from our collections have been placed on 
loan with the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation for 
inclusion in a new exhibit entitled: A Rich and Varied 
Culture: The Material World of the Early South. This 
dynamic new exhibition, focusing on the remark-
able objects that were created in, or imported to the 
Chesapeake, the Carolina Lowcountry (opening in 
July 2013), and the backcountry, is scheduled to 
fully open in January/February of 2014. Future 
issues of Interiors will profile Drayton Hall col-
lections items and discuss the conservation 
initiatives carried out to prepare the objects 
for exhibition. In the meantime, here are a few 
objects that will be displayed in months to come.

first time that the magazine has 
published an article on the subject. 
Inspired in large part by historian 
David McCullough, whose lectures 
and writings have chronicled these 
problems extensively, I sought both 
to document the problem with strong 
evidence and to suggest useful and ef-
fective ways to solve it. I hoped to con-
nect our imperative to teach history 
with the future of the antiques and 
fine arts world. As I explain in the 
article, why should one care about 
a design in the Greek revival style if 
one doesn’t have the foggiest notion 
of what “Greek revival” is? The good 
news is that Johanna reports that the 
article has been well received, as il-
lustrated by a well-respected museum 
professional in New England, who 
ordered two boxes to distribute to 
board members.

As a Friend, you should have received 
an email with the article as an attach-
ment. or, you may visit our Drayton 
Hall blog, The Drayton Hall Diaries, 
to see it and share it with friends or 
colleagues. Please let me know what 
you think or respond to the blog or 
on our Facebook page. I hope we 
can continue the dialogue on this 
pressing problem and that you will 
join Drayton Hall and others in sup-

porting history education in our 
schools, homes, and his-

toric sites. As retired 
surgeon Norman 

Walsh of 
Summerville, 
SC, recently 
declared: 
“They talk 
about 
educating 
for jobs, and 

that’s fine. 
But what about 

teaching history 
to educate for life?”
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a: Mahogany side chair from Drayton Hall. Documentary research indicates 
that this is one of 24 chairs utilized in the great hall. Such chairs may have been 
ordered for the main house, and are complemented by a matching settee that sur-
vives in Drayton Hall’s museum collection. Gift of Charles H. Drayton.

b: Mahogany stair bracket from Drayton Hall’s stair hall. This delicately 
carved architectural feature, original to Drayton Hall’s 1740s construction, 
was originally treated with translucent vermillion paint to give the stair hall 

a vibrant appearance.

c: Porcelain Garniture Set. Utilized to ornament the interior of 
Drayton Hall, this three-piece set was manufactured in Jingdezhen, 
China, in the 18th century and consists of polychrome decora-
tion depicting chinoiserie figures in a garden with gilt foliate 
decoration on the outside panels. Gift of Charles H. Drayton.

d: Porcelain chocolate cups. Created in Jingdezhen, China, 
around 1720, these small cups were recovered through ar-

chaeological excavations close to the main house and were 
used to drink beverages made with imported chocolate.

e: Bureau Bookcase. This elaborate example of mid 
18th-century British case furniture may have been 
located within Drayton Hall’s withdrawing room. 
Completed with 13 secret compartments, gilt rococo, 

brasses, and delicate wood and tortoise shell inlays, this 
object is one of the finest examples of furniture to survive from 
colonial America. Gift of Charles H. Drayton and Martha Mood.

f: Porcelain Plate. Also created in Jingdezhen, China, around 1750, this 
example is decorated with overglaze flowers and gilding. This example is 
part of a 12-piece set that descended within the Drayton family from the 

18th century. Gift of Anne Drayton Nelson.
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