
Drayton Hall is rightfully celebrated
for the quality of its architecture,
but the people who lived here also
made history. Examples include John
Drayton, the original owner and
member of the Royal Council, as well
as his grandson and namesake, John
Drayton, governor of the state and a
founder of the University of South
Carolina. But perhaps the most
influential of all was William Henry
Drayton, 1742-1779. The son of
John Drayton and the father of Gov.
John Drayton, William Henry Drayton
played a decisive role in leading both
the Carolina colony and the nation
toward independence. As a result,
he will be inducted into the South
Carolina Hall of Fame on January
29, 2006.  

"We were delighted when we received
the news," explained Drayton Hall’s
director George McDaniel. "William
Henry Drayton was a brilliant and
forceful political leader, who took
courageous gambles putting both his
personal fortune and his life at risk,
and whose talents, experience, and
drive helped to establish South
Carolina as a state and the United
States of America as a nation. It’s a
wonderful honor, and it will be
appreciated by his descendants
across the country." 

Dedicated in 1973 by Governor
John West, the Hall of Fame was
created to recognize and honor both
living and deceased citizens who have
made outstanding contributions to
South Carolina. Joining Drayton in
this induction will be former U.S.
Senator Ernest "Fritz" Hollings. Past
inductees include U.S. President
Andrew Jackson, the musician
"Dizzy" Gillespie, Revolutionary
War General Francis Marion, and
Charleston preservationist Frances
Edmonds. 

Rodger Stroup, who serves on
Drayton Hall’s Site Council and is
the director of the S. C. Department
of Archives and History, recommended
the nomination after he noticed that all
of South Carolina’s Revolutionary
War generals and Declaration of
Independence signers had been
inducted, but that Christopher
Gadsden and William Henry
Drayton—two men who instigated
the revolution in South Carolina—
had not.  "Despite the fact that
William Henry was still very well
known to people around the country
more than 60 years after his death,
he seemed to have become a ‘forgotten
founder,’" explained Craig Hadley,
Drayton Hall’s former director of
education and research. "It was time
we revive his memory."

Born in 1742 at Drayton Hall,
William Henry was the oldest son of
John Drayton and his second wife,
Charlotta Bull. He lived in England
from the time he was nine until he
was 21, and while there he studied
at Oxford University. His first political

writings appeared in the mid 1760s
under the name "Freeman," and his
most famous early piece was the
1774 pamphlet Letter from Freeman
of South Carolina to the Deputies of
North American Assembled in the High
Court of Congress at Philadelphia. The
pamphlet, addressed to the
Continental Congress, discussed in
detail America’s grievances and included
a suggested bill of American rights.

In 1775, Drayton was appointed
to the South Carolina provincial
congress and became its president.
As president, he oversaw the formation
of South Carolina’s first constitution
and issued the state’s first order to
fire on the British when, on
November 9, 1775—almost eight
months before the colonies would
officially declare their independence
—he ordered Colonel William
Moultrie to fire on British ships if
they passed into Charleston Harbor.  

In fact, William Henry Drayton
was the first prominent South
Carolinian to openly call for a break
from England. Speaking before the
South Carolina provincial congress
in February of 1776, Drayton declared
that the British "hand of tyranny"
threatened to "spoil America of
whatever she held most valuable"
and that America needed to decide
quickly between "independence or
slavery!"

Later appointed first chief justice,
Drayton led the colony further along
its path to independence with a series
of charges to South Carolina’s grand
juries. According to his famous
April 23, 1776 charge, "Under color
of law, the king and parliament of
Great Britain have made the most
arbitrary attempts to enslave
America," and "true reconcilement
never [could] exist between Great
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The mission of Drayton Hall, a historic site of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, is to preserve and interpret Drayton
Hall and its environs, in order to educate the public and to
inspire people to embrace historic preservation.
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Director’s Notes…  George McDaniel

One of the things I’ve really
come to enjoy over the last five
years is "books on tape" (or CD),
which I listen to in my car. I’ve just
finished Stacy Schiff ’s A Great
Improvisation: Franklin, France,
and the Birth of America about
Benjamin Franklin’s service to the
nation while one of the ministers
to France from 1776 to 1784.
According to Schiff, it was his
service that played the decisive
role in winning the support of
France and in securing the
donations of huge amounts of
funds, supplies, and personnel, all
of which were crucial to America’s
winning its independence.  

While this perspective on foreign
affairs and the American
Revolution was fascinating, what I
particularly found intriguing was
the presentation of
the culture of that
period. My image,
somewhat tar-
nished by fellow
minister John
Adams’ accounts,
had been that
Franklin had been
perceived as more
of a New World
curiosity among the
French aristocrats,
and that he had
simply played the
part well. What I had not been
so aware of was the fact that his
scientific experiments and breadth
of writings had won the esteem of
Enlightenment philosophers, scien-
tists, mathematicians, and writers.
In fact, Franklin was invited to the
elite learned society in Paris, the
royal Academie des Sciences,
where to a standing ovation he
and Voltaire were asked to
embrace each other as symbols of
science and philosophy respectively. 

There’s much more to the

story, but one of the things that
jumped off the page was Franklin’s
declaration to a friend,
"Skepticism is the starting point
of all knowledge." This struck me
particularly because I had recently
experienced some situations in
which people were being pushed
to just accept things and not to
question. Skepticism and questioning
were associated with being weak
and disloyal, while blind acceptance
indicated strength and loyalty. It
was re-affirming to see that
skepticism and questioning were
deemed by Benjamin Franklin, a
founder of our nation, and by the
spirit of that age, as values to be
honored and encouraged—indeed,
as the "starting point" of knowledge.

As we move forward in our
development of policies and programs

at Drayton Hall, I
hope that we will
build on that eigh-
teenth century foun-
dation. I hope that
people will come to
Drayton Hall with
questions, leave with
both answers and
new questions, and
then look at the world
around them from a
fresh perspective. In
fact, the etymology
for the word "history"

in historic preservation does not
derive from "story", as one might
think, but rather from the Latin
word, historia, which means
inquiry. Thus, Drayton Hall’s
drive to promote the spirit of
questioning—of inquiry—is very
much at the heart of historic
preservation and, like the main
house, rests on an eighteenth century
foundation. 
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Last spring, when Drayton Hall’s
senior staff and site council crafted a
strategic plan for the site’s next five
years, they set forth a vision: that
Drayton Hall would become an
example, catalyst, and resource for
the preservation and interpretation
of historic sites. One of the core
elements of that vision was the
Ashley River Region, preserved as a
place where culture and nature exist
in harmony. 

Over the past year, this vision
and Drayton Hall’s commitment to
it have been tested again and again
as developers announced and refor-
mulated plans for the construction
of up to 4,500 housing units at
Watson Hill, the 6,600-acre parcel
of land located just six miles north
of Drayton Hall along Ashley River
Road and adjacent to Middleton
Place.

Thanks in great part to donations
made by members of the Friends of
Drayton Hall, we have already made
great strides in our fight to ensure
this region’s future. For example,
North Charleston’s attempt to
annex Watson Hill and allow the
construction of up to 4,500 units
along Ashley River Road was
thwarted and has been tied up in
court, giving us a much stronger
chance of a preservation victory.
Furthermore, George McDaniel was
able to devote his time and effort to
working with local governments and
conservation organizations to make
recommendations for future ordi-
nances to manage growth in the
Ashley River Region. 

In order to continue to achieve
success both on the Watson Hill
front and in the long-term struggle
to protect this historic and scenic
region, Drayton Hall has begun
developing an Ashley River Region
Preservation Program. The goal of
the program is to move beyond the

ability to react to current crises and,
instead, to plan proactively for
preservation within the region. To
help us accomplish that goal, we are
proud to welcome Lissa Felzer to our
staff as Ashley River Region
Coordinator. 

Ms. Felzer comes to Drayton Hall
from the City of Charleston, where
she worked as a Senior Preservation
Planner. She graduated from the
College of Charleston with a major
in art history and a minor in historic
preservation and continued her
studies at the University of
Pennsylvania where she received
her Masters in Historic
Preservation. "I initially became
interested in preservation and con-
servation after the loss of several
19th-century houses on the beach in
the town where I grew up. The
whole character of the region
changed. I was devastated," she
explained. "Since I moved to
Charleston, I have seen what a dif-
ference an engaged public can make
in preventing such losses, and I
decided that furthering my educa-
tion in the field would help me have
an even greater impact."

Currently, Ms. Felzer is working
on several projects—from develop-
ing an educational program to simu-
late how development would affect
the Ashley River Region to securing
funds to purchase wetlands in
Drayton Hall’s viewshed to monitor-
ing developments related to Watson
Hill.

"Lissa brings to this endeavor a
keen appreciation for history and
preservation, an excellent back-
ground in planning, strong organiza-
tional skills, and the ability to work
with people from across the commu-
nity. Without a doubt she will
enable Drayton Hall to effectively
address both short- and long-term
preservation issues," added George

McDaniel, director of Drayton Hall.
"We’re thrilled to have her as a
member of our staff."

Lissa Felzer, Ashley River Region Coordinator
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A Big Step Forward in Preserving the
Ashley River Region

WATSON HILL
HEATING UP
AGAIN?

Discussions about Watson Hill are
heating up again. Drayton Hall
has learned that a member of the
Dorchester County Building,
Planning, and Development
Committee is  planning to propose
a new ordinance for the land west
of Ashley River Road, including
Watson Hill. It appears that it
would call for planned unit devel-
opments for all parcels over 100
acres in size and would permit up
to 5.8 units per net (developable)
acre. Since Watson Hill’s 6,600
acres consist of approximately
3,300 acres of wetlands, the proposal
would allow the remainder to be
developed with up to 15,000 to
20,000 single family dwelling
units. This would be disastrous. 

However, at press time, the
Planning, Building, and
Development Committee had not
yet formally submitted a new ordi-
nance for public review.  We ask
you to monitor our website,
www.draytonhall.org for the latest
developments, so that we can call
on you for support as soon as we
have the official information!
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Shortly after Hurricane
Katrina struck the Gulf Coast,
The National Trust for Historic
Preservation announced a major
campaign to help ensure the
preservation of historic buildings,
neighborhoods, and communities
in the regions ravaged by the
storm. National Trust President
Richard Moe explained, "We
all know that Katrina is one of
the greatest human tragedies in the
nation’s history —but it also could
be the greatest cultural catastrophe
America has ever experienced.
Rebuilding is essential, but it must
acknowledge the historic character of

one of the nation’s most distinctive
regions."

To finance this major initiative,
the Trust created the National Trust
Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund. The
goal was to raise $1 million dollars,
and by November, with pledges from

Goldman Sachs and the Henry
Luce Foundation, that goal had
been achieved. Such funds have
supported the work of survey teams
with professional expertise in
architecture, construction, history,
and preservation. Additionally
they have made it possible
for ground staff and volunteer

teams to continue to assist residents
who want to return to their historic
communities by providing them
with information, technical assis-
tance, tarps, and cleaning supplies. To
better assist residents, the Trust
opened two new offices—one in
New Orleans and one in Gulfport,
Mississippi—and began a series of
weekly workshops with the
Preservation Resource Center of
New Orleans to help homeowners
and neighborhood associations in
their efforts to restore individual
homes and entire neighborhoods. 

To learn more and to see how you
can help, visit the Trust’s website,
www.nationaltrust.org. 

On November 17, Joyce Keegan
gave her final presentation as the inau-
gural Wood Family Intern.  The entire
evening was a celebration of her
research and discoveries regarding
Drayton Hall’s furniture collection.
"What a treat the whole evening was!"
exclaimed one member at the conclu-
sion of the presentation. Here Joyce is
pictured with (from left to right)
George McDaniel, Site Council mem-
ber Anthony C. Wood, and Chad and
Julia Drayton. Ms. Keegan’s work was
closely guided by George Williams, an
authority on Charleston furniture,
with whom she stands in the inset
photograph and whom we wish to
thank wholeheartedly. Her work was

also informed by on-site visits and
advice by furniture experts Brad
Rauschenberg and George Read.

Tony Wood established the Wood

Family Internship Fund in memory of
his brother Stephen and his parents,
Leonard and Tanya, all of whom were
ardent preservationists. Next summer

new interns will be selected to
conduct scholarly research.
Drayton Hall is currently seek-
ing to endow the internship. To
make a donation to the fund,
please call 843-769-2604.

Education and Research News
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Wood Family Internship Final Presentation

The National  Trust Responds to Hurricane Katrina  
Beauvoir, the historic home of Confederate President
Jefferson Davis, before and after Hurricane Katrina.
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National Trust President Richard Moe
(far right) examines historic structures
damaged by Hurricane Katrina and
speaks to reporters about the National
Trust’s role in recovery efforts.

Photo: Peter Brink
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This fall marked the second year
of Standards-based Learning through
Hands-on History: A Chance for Every
Fourth Grade Student, a joint initiative
of Drayton Hall and the Charleston
County School District, that brought
every fourth grade student in the county
—over 3,100 students in total—to
Drayton Hall for educational programs
grounded in state standards. The second
year of this program was made possible
thanks to generous grants from the
school department and the Annenberg
Foundation and donations made by

members of the Friends of Drayton Hall.
Here is what several teachers and

students had to say:

"For the second year, Drayton Hall and
the sponsors excelled in addressing the social
studies standards of early settlements in
North America."
- Pam Bartenfield, St. Andrews School of
Math/Science

I had a great time at Drayton Hall.  It
was more than fun.  I learned more than I
learn in school.  About the blacksmith and
the housekeeping plus the rice and how it
was made and kept in the fields.  It was
great at all the stations.  I learned maybe
five things at every station.  I
enjoyed it.  Again, Thank you!!
Your friend to the End,
Lindsey

"Every time I visit Drayton
Hall, I become a better teacher!"  
- Beth Anthony, Jennie Moore
Elementary School

"The Drayton Hall American
Revolution field trip allowed my
students to have an unforgettable

life experience.  My students were taught
about the American Revolution using a
"hands-on" approach.  They definitely
walked away with a better understanding of
the American Revolution and why it hap-
pened."                                                      
- Kathryn Hyams, Stiles Point Elementary

"This was an awesome field trip, and I
got to feel what it was like to live in the
18th century. I would and wouldn’t want
to live in the 18th century. I would because
you might get famous from the war and
move to a new land. I wouldn’t because of
all the fighting that would be going on
around you. That’s the inside scoop."
- Rachel  

Hands-On History Progress

Britain and America." Printed in
newspapers throughout the colonies,
Drayton’s charge was also read by
Arthur Middleton to the Continental
Congress in Philadelphia and has been
credited with inspiring the delegates to
push forward with the Declaration of
Independence.  

Another achievement of Drayton’s
was the design of South Carolina’s state

seal. Drayton designed one side of the
state seal, while another South Carolina
patriot, Arthur Middleton, designed
the other. Drayton’s side features two
trees—an upright palmetto tree over a
fallen English oak—representing South
Carolina’s victory at Fort Sullivan under
Colonel William Moultrie on June
24, 1776. 

Drayton later played a role in national
politics when he was appointed to be
a member of Congress. While serving
in Congress, he distinguished himself
not only by serving on five of the
eight standing congressional committees,
but also by solving a severe supply
shortage at the Continental Army’s
winter camp at Valley Forge. 

Unfortunately, Drayton’s public
service to the state and nation were cut
short, when, after serving just sixteen
months in Congress, he died on

September 4, 1779 at just thirty seven
years of age. The cause of his death
remains unknown. Unfortunately,
many of his papers in Philadelphia,
including correspondence with family
members and his interpretations of the
revolution as it unfolded, were burned
as they allegedly contained "secrets of
state." Because of this, little is known
about his private thoughts during
those momentous days. 

Drayton was buried at Christ Church
in Philadelphia in the same cemetery
as Benjamin Franklin and other
founding fathers. Upon his death a
Charleston newspaper wrote: "By his
death, the American States have lost one
of their principal supporters, and posterity
may regret that his fate prevented him
from exerting his great Talents towards
organizing this new world into a great,
happy, and flourishing empire."

The South Carolina State Seal

William Henry Drayton (Continued from page 1)
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New
Middleton Place
Member Benefit

Drayton Hall and Middleton
Place are connected by history. Both
were successful 18th-century rice
plantations. Both families gave birth
to patriots: William Henry Drayton
gave the first order to fire on the
British in South Carolina and
Arthur Middleton signed the
Declaration of Independence. John
Drayton’s second son, Charles,
married Hester Middleton, linking
the families forever.  

And now, the National Historic
Landmarks are linked even more
closely: Middleton Place is the
newest addition to a list of over 200
places across the country that offer
discounts to National Trust members.

As members of the Friends of
Drayton Hall, this means that you
will receive a new member benefit:
$2 off admission to Middleton
Place.*

So, the next time you visit
Drayton Hall, stay on Ashley River
Road a little while longer and enjoy
Middleton Place. You already know
the nation’s oldest preserved plantation
house, now get to know the nation’s
oldest landscaped gardens too. 

*Discount applies to member,
spouse, and any children under the
age of 18. 
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On October 5, 2005, Gateway
Magazine named Drayton Hall’s senior
interpreter Bob Barker one of the 50
most influential people in Charleston
tourism in the last 50 years. 

Since 1976—a year before Drayton
Hall opened its doors to the public—
Bob has given approximately 23,000
tours of the main house.  He has had
the opportunity to meet visitors from
all walks of life, including three first-
ladies of the United States: Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis, Betty Ford, and
Lady Bird Johnson.  

"So many Friends remember Bob’s
tour with pleasure, and many Friends
specifically request his tour when they
return to the site whether one month
or ten years after first meeting him.
What comes across is his sincere love
of history, historic preservation, and
Drayton Hall," explained director
George McDaniel. "He is one of
Drayton Hall’s greatest assets. I’ve
always admired his knowledge, his
dedication to the site, his good taste,
and his ability to both tell and enjoy a
good story." 

Bob Barker with Mary Dean Richards, daughter
of the founder of Gateway Magazine, and Kathy
Blanchard,who worked for the magazine from
1977 until 2003. This fall,Gateway celebrated its
50th year of publication in Charleston.

Bob Barker Honored by Gateway Magazine

Celebrate Black
History Month at
Drayton Hall

February marks the annual cele-
bration of Black History Month, so
join us this year and take a closer
look at the African Americans who
shaped Drayton Hall over the past
three centuries. As a member, it is
all free for you and up to four guests
no matter how many times you
visit.

Visit A Sacred Place, the
African-American cemetery at
Drayton Hall. Chart your path to
the 33 known graves, including
that of Richmond Bowens, the
descendant of enslaved African
Americans at Drayton Hall, the
National Trust’s first gatekeeper on
the site, and one of our richest
resources on African-American life
on the plantation during the 19th
and 20th centuries.

Take part in Connections:
From Africa to America. Trace the
story of Africans from Africa to the
new world, through slavery and
emancipation, and into the 20th
century.  Hear the words of
Richmond Bowens. Listen to
African rhythms. Try your hand at
using a rice pounder or fanner basket.
Offered twice daily at 11:15 a.m.
and 2:15 p.m.

Call or stop by the Museum
Shop to purchase a fanner basket
woven in Senegal or to pick up "I’d

Like to See What’s Down There:
Archeology and Oral History at
Drayton Hall," and listen to
Richmond Bowens’ stories first-hand.

Celebrate African-American
history with us this February. The
first ten Friends to bring a copy of
this Interiors to the shop in
February will receive a complimentary
copy of "I’d Like to See What’s
Down There" as a special treat.
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Porticos and Piazzas: Drayton Hall and the Joseph Manigault House
FREE FOR MEMBERS!
February 4 or 9, 2006: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Porticos and Piazzas: Drayton Hall and The Joseph Manigault House centers around Charlotte Drayton Manigault. Born at Drayton Hall during the
American Revolution, she married Joseph Manigault in the early days of the Republic, and they moved into what is today called the Joseph Manigault
House. Through her diary entries, paintings, and homes, you can access this same world, long passed out of our own view. While touring both homes,
you will compare and contrast architectural styles and ways of life and further explore the connections among families. To make reservations, call
843-722-2996 x264 or visit www.charlestonmuseum.org and click on calendar of events.

Carving a Place in History: the Drayton Hall and Charleston Museum Furniture Collections
NEW! FREE FOR MEMBERS!
March 8 or 11, 2006: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

After the success of the Wood Family Internship and in response to many member requests, Drayton Hall offers Carving a Place in History for the
first time this spring. You will begin at Drayton Hall and uncover the mysteries behind Drayton Hall’s 18th- and 19th-century pieces, all with a history
of descent in the Drayton family and use at Drayton Hall. Then, you’ll visit the Heyward-Washington House for a study of its furniture collection,
which includes a Drayton family table, settee, and side chair, all in the Chippendale style. This event presents a wonderful opportunity to compare and
contrast the styles, workmanship, and materials used in the two collections. To make reservations, call 843-722-2996 x264 or visit www.charleston-
museum.org and click on calendar of events.

Candlelight Concerts
April 15 and 16, 2006: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

These intimate concerts feature national and international competition winners from the College of Charleston’s School of the Arts under the direction
of acclaimed pianist Enriqué Graf. To start the evening’s festivities, you’ll mingle at tables surrounding the main house and on the portico, enjoy wine
and hors d’oeuvres, and join Drayton Hall’s guides for a candlelit tour of the house.  Then, the musicians will perform solo and ensemble pieces by
favorite 18th- and 19th-century composers with the great hall as their backdrop. Tickets are $30 for Friends of Drayton Hall and their guests and $35
for the general public. Call (843) 769-2605 for information and reservations.

Upcoming Events
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