
In response to numerous requests,
Drayton Hall has published the first
book solely dedicated to the history

of the site.
Entitled
Drayton Hall,
the book pro-
vides what
visitors have
asked for: a
brief volume
offering a
chronological
history of the
plantation, a
virtual tour

of its rooms, histories of the Drayton
and Bowens families, and a selection
of popular questions with short
answers. Replete with historical
photographs, contemporary images
of Drayton Hall’s rooms, and draw-
ings from Lewis Reeves Gibbes’
19th-century sketchbook, Drayton
Hall vividly illustrates the site’s mul-
tifaceted history.

The result of years of research,
writing, and editing by staff and his-
torians, the book came to fruition
thanks to the inspiration and writ-
ing of longtime volunteer Ian
Purches and his wife Judi, Drayton
Hall’s membership assistant.
"Wherever Judi and I go on vaca-
tion, whether it’s to St. Petersburg
or Easter Island, we always pick up a
book," explained Ian. Two years ago,
triggered by a recent trip, Ian ven-
tured to Drayton Hall’s storage facil-
ities and began compiling research
and photographs for a visitor book.
He continued, "As our visitors and
shop staff have pointed out, people
come to Drayton Hall and receive
this wonderful interpretation, but
when they leave, they can’t take
anything with them. It’s all got to be

in their minds and in their cameras.
This books rounds out the visitor
experience."

After Ian presented his concepts,
the writing and editing began in
earnest. "There are so many stories,
so many layers of history, that it was
a challenge to select what would be
covered," noted director George
McDaniel. With this in mind, the
book princi-
pally focuses
on the major
events and
individuals
that have
shaped
Drayton
Hall’s history
and on the
architecture
that makes it
renowned.
Other publications will ensue. 

As readers peruse the first section
of the book, they find a drawing
from Palladio’s Four Books of
Architecture that inspired Drayton
Hall’s design, a list of slaves who
lived at Drayton Hall c. 1844, and
photographs of the house, landscape,
and individuals
from the 19th and
20th centuries.
Each image helps
bring to life dif-
ferent points in
the history of the
plantation. 

Taking a "vir-
tual tour," written
by former assis-
tant director
Wade Lawrence,
readers learn the
history of each
room and can

savor photographs of delicate
details, such as the mahogany brack-
ets in the stair hall and the swags in
the withdrawing room, and see what
Drayton Hall’s rooms looked like at
other points in time. Lewis Reeves
Gibbes’ drawing of the second ceil-
ing in the great hall and a photo-
graph of the withdrawing room dur-
ing the 1930s elucidate two layers of

time not visible
in the house
today.

As George
McDaniel
unveiled Drayton
Hall to the staff
on August 11, he
exclaimed "I’m
delighted with
the final product.
What a wonder-
ful way for visi-

tors and Friends alike to dig a little
deeper into Drayton Hall’s history
and discover something new!"

To order Drayton Hall, please call
888-349-0588. Friends receive 10%
off the retail price of $12.95. Enjoy!
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George McDaniel makes a toast at the book unveiling on Drayton
Hall’s portico.
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The mission of Drayton Hall, a historic site of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, is to preserve and interpret Drayton
Hall and its environs, in order to educate the public and to
inspire people to embrace historic preservation.
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Director’s Notes…  George McDaniel

As we grow older, we continue to
ask ourselves: What’s the purpose of
what I’m doing? For me the answer
has become increasingly clear: edu-
cation. I’m engaged in historic
preservation because it connects
people with the physical presence
of the past and consistently enables
me to be both a student and
teacher.

This fall I’m to present Drayton
Hall and our work in education and
preservation at the annual confer-
ence of the Association for State
and Local History
(AASLH) and at
the 11th Annual
International
Conference of
National Trusts in
Washington, D.C.
At the AASLH
conference, I’ve
been asked to
moderate a session
on the South Carolina project,
Teaching American History, funded
by the national initiative of the
U.S. Department of Education.
Since its inception in 2000, I’ve
served on the project’s steering
committee, and Drayton Hall has
provided facilities and programs for
the teacher institutes it has funded.
At the International Conference, I
will give a presentation on heritage
education and serve as moderator
for the session on successful part-
nerships for the interpretation of
culturally linked historic sites. 

While I’m excited by the
prospect of reaching national and
international audiences, I’m awed
by the challenge of reality. How do
we bridge the wide gaps in our soci-
ety, separating the students, teach-
ers, and general public, all of whom
we should serve? A story told by an
excellent sixth grade teacher, who
teaches reading and language arts at
a local public school, illustrates that
challenge. After reading two engag-
ing books to her students, and pos-
ing a question about what the

books had in common, a shy but
polite student raised her hand and
softly offered the answer. At the
end of the class, the student
approached the teacher and wanted
a hug, and as they hugged, the girl
whispered: "Have you ever hid from
Rentway?" "No," whispered back
the teacher. "Well, my mother and
I did last night. They came to take
our stove, refrigerator, television,
and air conditioner, so we just
turned out the lights, locked the
doors, and acted like nobody was at

home!" 
That’s a

reality that stu-
dents and teach-
ers in our public
schools have to
deal with day
after day—the
juxtaposition of
a student’s
innate desire to

learn and the outside pressures con-
straining it. It’s a struggle too often
lost, yet one that can be overcome,
at least in part, if we engage our-
selves and our resources in strategic
ways. It’s my hope that at these
conferences, I’ll be learning more
about this struggle at national and
international levels and what
strategies we might develop to
overcome them, especially by way
of partnerships. 

In the meantime, what can you
do? I ask you to continue to support
Drayton Hall and the National
Trust. At local, state, and national
levels, we are making a difference
by way of our education programs
and partnerships, including those
within the Trust and with the
Charleston County School District,
S.C. Department of Education, the
S.C. Department of Archives and
History, the National Park Service,
the U.S. Department of Education,
the Annenberg Foundation, and
individual donors, including
Friends like you. The AASLH
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Education and Preservation

"How do we bridge the wide
gaps in our society, 

separating the students, 
teachers, and general 
public, all of whom we 

should serve?" 

(see Education and Preservation
on page 4)
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nial life or the American Revolution,
two topics that the S.C. social studies
curriculum standards require them to
teach. To accomplish this goal, Hadley
immersed the teachers in both periods

of history and instructed them in inno-
vative methodologies for teaching his-
tory. This meant that teachers not only
went on an American Revolution
walking tour in downtown Charleston,
participated in Drayton Hall’s
Connections: From Africa to America,
and listened to a lecture at the Old
Slave Mart Museum, but they also par-
ticipated in seminars on how to incor-
porate the Internet, geography, and
archeology into lesson plans.  "Using
the city of Charleston as a teaching
tool really excited me," explained
Hadley. 

For Hadley, a highlight was the day
teachers participated in Drayton Hall’s
school program on archeology and
then worked alongside the professional
and student archeologists in the 
archeology field school on Drayton

From June 6 to10, 2005, Drayton
Hall hosted a South Carolina
Teacher’s Institute, entitled "Choices
in Freedom: 18th-century Slavery and
the American Revolution," for 24
third grade teachers from
across the state of South
Carolina.  Such institutes are
central to Drayton Hall’s mis-
sion of education and allow
teachers to learn about history
at a place where major histori-
cal events took place.  This
institute was made possible by
a generous grant from the
South Carolina Department of
Education.

"We conceptualized the
institute around the idea of
‘Choices in Freedom’ because
we wanted to emphasize that
history isn’t preordained or lin-
ear. There are forks in the
road, and, just like today, individuals
back then had to make choices, with-
out the benefit of knowing what the
outcome would be. For example, dur-
ing the American Revolution, people
had to decide whether to support the
Crown or the Patriot cause. There
were logical arguments to be made on
both sides, and when people made
those decisions, they didn’t know what
the outcome of the war would be. By
helping teachers look at history
through the lens of choice, we hope to
enliven history and provide new
opportunities for students to feel a
connection to historical events,"
explained director George McDaniel. 

According to Craig Hadley, director
of education and research, a major
goal was for teachers to complete les-
son plans on either 18th-century colo-

Education and Research News
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Conference and the International
Conference should enable us to build
new networks and partnerships at lo-
cal, national, and international levels. 

While I look forward to these edu-

cational opportunities, I step forward
appreciating the fact that there’s much
that we cannot do. Our time and
resources are limited. But I also realize
that there’s much that we must still try

to do. And that’s why I ask you to join
others from across the nation in sup-
porting historic preservation and edu-
cation at the National Trust and
Drayton Hall.

Education and Preservation  (continued from page 2)

Hall’s land-front lawn. For teacher
Robin Low Prosise of Charleston, this
was the best part of the institute. "It
was so exciting to see items from the
past being uncovered before our very

eyes," she later wrote in a let-
ter.

Although every day of the
institute was packed with
activities, Hadley built in time
for teachers to work on lesson
plans to ensure that what the
teachers were learning was
going to be used in the class-
room. Every evening, a mem-
ber of Drayton Hall’s education
staff was available at the teach-
ers’ hotel to work with them as
they developed their lessons. 
After the institute was over,
Drayton Hall compiled the
teachers’ lesson plans and pro-
vided copies to every teacher

on a CD. By doing this, each teacher
left with over a dozen different ways to
meet state standards for 18th-century
colonial life and the American
Revolution.  In a letter written upon
her return, Ann Riley from Oakbrook
Elementary School in Ladson, South
Carolina wrote, "Participating in
‘Choices of Freedom’ was one of the
best learning experiences I have had as
a teacher." Greenwood Elementary’s
Peggy Moore echoed Ms. Riley’s senti-
ments and wrote "I’ve never enjoyed a
class or institute more." After returning
from the institute, Ms. Moore set up a
meeting with the principal of her
school so that the entire third grade at
Greenwood would be able to come to
Drayton Hall this fall for education
programs.

A Teacher Institute to Remember

After participating in Drayton Hall´s student archeology program,
teachers searched for artifacts on Drayton Hall’s land-front lawn. 
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Hands-On History’s Second Year:

New Students and Improved Programs

From the Archives:

LOO CHIPS

Drayton Hall has just begun the sec-
ond year of our most successful educa-
tion initiative to date: Standards-based
Learning through Hands-
on History:
A Chance
for Every
Fourth
Grade
Student. Last
year, it
brought every
fourth grader
in the
Charleston
County School
District—over
3,100 students—
to Drayton Hall
for curriculum
standards-based education programs
free of charge.  In fact, that was the
genius of the project: every student was
able to participate regardless of his or
her socio-economic status. This year,
Hands-on History is made possible
thanks to generous grants from the
Annenberg Foundation and
Charleston County School District, in
addition to gifts from members of the
Friends of Drayton Hall.  

As reported in earlier newsletters,
the first year of Hands-on History was a
greater success than we anticipated.
Teachers met state standards in new
and innovative ways, and Drayton Hall
collaborated with teachers and admin-
istrators to bring consistency to social

studies lessons in every classroom
throughout the school
district. At the con-
clusion of the pro-
gram, over 92% of
teachers rated
Drayton Hall’s pro-
grams "very good"
or "excellent," and
every single teacher
reported that the
program helped
their students
better under-
stand the sub-
jects and skills

man-

dated by state cur-
riculum standards.
Equally as exciting
were the students’
reactions to the
program. Sarah
Knight wrote that
her students
"were captivated
by the program."
In a thank you
received after
the comple-
tion of the
program, a fourth
grader from Mount Pleasant wrote,
¨On our field trip to Drayton Hall I
learned so much that my brain started
to hurt!  We learned how the slaves
cleaned, built their houses, cooked,

built other things, farmed and spent
their free time. I had a great time!  I
am so glad we went to Drayton Hall.¨ 

To ensure that the second year of
Hands-on History is even more success-
ful than the first, Drayton Hall’s educa-
tion staff used suggestions made by
teachers on last year’s evaluations to
improve the program. For example, this
year’s program incorporates more
hands-on activities so that the students
can better experience 18th-century
tasks and life.  Additionally, the pro-
gram’s lead interpreter, Pattie Jack, vis-
ited every school toward the end of the
summer in order to answer teachers’
questions and deliver pre-visit sugges-

tions and post-visit activity packs. 
In order to

reach all
3,100
students
this fall,
an average
of 100 stu-
dents will
visit
Drayton
Hall each
weekday from
the beginning
of October
through mid-
December. It’s
quite a feat, and

we look forward to updating you on the
students’ experiences!

During the eighteenth
century, America’s gentry
sought to assume the social
graces of their English coun-
terparts.  Knowledge of the
rules and etiquette that gov-
erned certain activities such
as dancing, tea-drinking,
and card-playing became a
badge of entry into a cul-
tured society. 

A highly popular card

game at the end of the cen-
tury was loo, in which five
to seven players bet and
played for tricks. Chips were
used for betting and became
a hallmark of refinement in
and of themselves. 

Although there is no
written history of descent
for the chips pictured here,
they were donated by the
Drayton family and could

have been used by the fam-
ily during the 18th century.
Made of mother-of-pearl
and etched with a fine flo-
ral design, they represented
their host’s prosperity and
refinement and would have
been fitting for a
Lowcountry planter of the
period.  

Two fourth graders from Hunley Park Elementary try on

replicas of uniforms worn by British Soldiers and Jaegers

during the Revolutionary War.

During Hands-on History, students not only learn

about history, but also practice geography, math, and

language skills to meet S.C. state curriculum standards.
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Staff Picks:

What’s Your Favorite Item in the
Museum Shop?

Drayton Hall’s Museum Shop offers a
wonderful range of merchandise, and our
staff looks forward to helping you find the
perfect item to give as a gift or to decorate
your own home. Shopping is quick and
easy, and quality is always assured. Here
are some of the staff ’s favorite picks:

Peggy Reider, Interpreter: I just saw the new screensavers for home com-
puters. I’ve already bought several. My sister and I have been enjoying the
one that showcases different recipes.

Amanda Kirkpatrick, Special Events and Public Relations Coordinator:
I love the Philip Simmons bracelet I bought about six months ago. It reminds
me of an antique stamp. It’s simple and classic.

Pattie Jack, Interpreter: I love the rice bead jew-
elry. It’s unique to the Lowcountry and you
always have a great story to share if someone com-
plements you on it.

Bob Barker, Senior Interpreter: A Woman
Rice Planter is one of the most fascinating books
I’ve ever read. I also recommend The Charleston
Interior and Plantations of the Lowcountry and
for history buffs, A Short History of Charles-
ton. And of course, I always recommend Cactus
Juice. It smells pleasant, and it doesn’t make you
sticky.

Joyce Keegan, Wood Family Intern: I like to
pick up something special from every museum I
have the chance to work in. Here I chose
Architecture of the Old South and In Small
Things Forgotten about material culture. I
enjoy both, and they’ve been helpful with my
research on Drayton Hall’s furniture collection.

John Kidder, Superintendent of Buildings
and Grounds: I like the new Drayton Hall
hats. Being outside here all the time, you defi-
nitely need one. I also like A Guide to the Wildflowers of South Carolina
and Gardens of Historic Charleston. 

Debbi Zimmerman, Group Tour Coordinator: I always recommend
Plantation Mistress because it presents an accurate depiction of what life was
really like for women in the 18th and 19th centuries. It dispels that myth,
often portrayed in movies and novels, that women led a life of leisure.  

As a member of the Friends of Drayton Hall, if you were to purchase all
of the items mentioned above, you would save $37.00 with your mem-
ber discount! 

To learn more about these staff picks and place your order, call 843-769-
2610 for prompt and personal service.
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Preservation Pays

When Cashing In Does Not Pay
If you are considering making a gift

to Drayton Hall, your wisest choice
may not be a gift of cash. By donating
cash, you are giving away income for
which you have already been taxed. A
more beneficial alternative may be to
donate an asset that has increased sig-
nificantly in value, such as stock,
which carries a hidden liability in the
form of capital gains. 

Assets that have grown in value
cannot be sold without facing a tax on
the appreciation—a capital gains tax.
The appreciation on assets held 12
months or less constitutes short-term
capital gain and is taxed as ordinary
income. Assets held longer than 12
months are subject to a long-term cap-
ital gains tax at a maximum rate of 15
percent. If you donate appreciated
assets to Drayton Hall, however, you
completely avoid the capital gains tax. 

Example: John owns $15,000
worth of stock, which he purchased
for $5,000 nearly 12 years ago. In
order to show his support, John
decides to give the stock to Drayton
Hall. In return, John receives a
$15,000 income tax charitable
deduction in the year he completes
the gift and avoids capital gains tax
on the $10,000 profit. 

Had John sold the stock instead of
making a gift, he would have paid a 15
percent tax, or $1,500, on his $10,000
capital gain. Moreover, without the
$15,000 charitable deduction, he
would have paid another $5,250 in
income tax. (He falls within the 35
percent tax bracket.) His total tax sav-
ings by donating the stock to Drayton
Hall is $6,750.
Assets Worth Giving

Items such as homes, land, vacation
homes, artwork, and stocks and bonds
are regularly used to fund gifts to char-
itable organizations. Because special
circumstances apply to each, be sure to
consult a professional before proceed-
ing.

For more information, please call
Marilyn Kochan at 202-588-6175 or 
e-mail her at marilyn_kochan@nthp.org.
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Fall Member Special:

Why You Should Come Back to
Drayton Hall

This fall we encourage you to come back to Drayton Hall and to bring
your friends and family to a site they may never have experienced before.
Every visit is unique because each of our interpreters develops her own tour
based on her studies and personal interests, and the passion of our inter-
preters is undeniable whether that passion lies in social history, preserva-
tion, architecture, or African-American studies.  This means that you can
go on Damon Fordham’s tour and watch the Drayton family and African-
American families come to life through excerpts from oral histories. Or,
you can travel back in time with Taylor Shelby to get a taste of colonial
society and culture. With Jesse Siess as your guide, you will benefit from
her recently completed masters thesis on Dr. John Drayton and learn about
the Civil War era at Drayton Hall. Interested in social customs? By joining
Debbi Zimmerman or Betsy Kleinfelder, you will have the opportunity to
explore how people lived in the 18th and 19th centuries.  For those of you
who first came to Drayton Hall ten or even twenty years ago, your first tour
may have been with Bob Barker, our senior interpreter. Explore the house
with him again to learn how the historic site has changed during its thirty-
one years as part of the National Trust. 

So, join us this fall for a tour. Bring your friends and family. As a special
thank you, we are pleased to extend your Museum Shop discount to any
guests you bring to Drayton Hall during the months of November and
December. It´s the perfect way for you and your friends to get started on
your holiday shopping!

Drayton Hall welcomes Jenny
Sanford, First Lady of South
Carolina and longstanding member
of the Friends of Drayton Hall, as the
newest member of
Drayton Hall’s Site
Council. While serving
her three year term, she
will represent the
National Trust for
Historic Preservation. 

“Jenny Sanford is a
wonderful addition to our
Site Council. She brings
to Drayton Hall a keen
appreciation for history
and historic preservation,
which I’ve come to know
through her work as for-
mer volunteer coordinator
for the Charleston

Heritage Federation and through our
work together on the Governor’s
Mansion Foundation,” explained
George McDaniel. The Governor’s

Mansion Foundation is responsible
for assisting in the stewardship of the
Governor’s Mansion complex. “She
did a wonderful job assembling the

teams who renovated the
antebellum Lace House
and its gardens, located
across the street from the
Governor’s Mansion,”
McDaniel added. 

After accepting her
nomination to Drayton
Hall’s Site Council, Mrs.
Sanford came to visit the
site and honor the arche-
ologists, students, and
museum educators, who
had just completed the
2005 field school of
archeology on Drayton
Hall’s land-front lawn.

First Lady of South Carolina, Jenny Sanford,
Joins Site Council

Jenny Sanford with (left to right) George McDaniel and archeolo-
gists Ron Anthony and Barbara Borg, who led the 2005 field
school along with Martha Zierden (not pictured). 

Group Tour News
"Thank you so much for our terrif-

ic tour with Helen, who was certainly
one of the best tour guides I've ever
met...so enthusiastic and informative!
I thought the bare-bones style of the
house was most interesting architec-
turally, as so often on house tours our
attention is distracted by the furnish-
ings. This gave us a chance to focus
on the architectural details. This was
a great field experience for our ele-
mentary Montessori teachers, all of
whom raved about the tour."

—Phoebe Allen
Association Montessori International,
Elementary Alumni Association 
Austin, TX

From Montessori teachers to fami-
ly reunions to professional associa-
tions, Drayton Hall can accommo-
date groups of any size. Please call
Debbi Zimmerman at 843-769-2630
to learn more about bringing your
group to Drayton Hall .
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Entertaining in the 18th and 19th Centuries – FREE FOR MEMBERS
November 13 and 17, 2005 • 1:30-3:00 P.M.
The holidays are around the corner! Join us for this special event to learn about entertaining in the 18th and
19th centuries. A senior interpreter will utilize entries from Charles Drayton's diaries, family letters, and
photographs while discussing how rooms, such as the withdrawing room, great hall, and upper great hall, were
used for entertaining. Reservations required. Please call 843-769-2605.

Wood Family Internship Final Presentation: Drayton Hall’s Furniture Collection
November 17, 2005 • 6:00-8:00 P.M.
Join us as Joyce Keegan, the inaugural Wood Family Intern, gives a presentation on Drayton Hall’s furniture
collection. Preceded by a wine and hors d’oeuvres reception on the portico, the presentation will take place in
the great hall. Tickets are free, but seating is limited. Please call 843-769-2605 to reserve your spot today.

Annual Spirituals Concerts
December 3: 6:00-8:00 P.M. • December 10: 5:00-7:00 P.M.
December 11: 3:00-5:00 P.M. and 6:00-8:00 P.M.
Drayton Hall presents African-American spiritual music with four concerts by
Ann Caldwell and The Magnolia Singers. This special holiday program includes
work songs, field cries, hollers, rhyme songs, and spirituals. Concert tickets
include a catered reception on the portico and informal tours of the house, given
by Drayton Hall's experienced museum guides. Drayton Hall’s concert season is
proudly sponsored by Carriage Properties, a locally-owned Charleston-based real estate firm, and Pacific Dreams,
a culinary art company. Reservations required. Tickets are $35 for adults and $30 for Friends of Drayton Hall.
This event fills quickly, so consider buying your tickets early. Call 843-769-2605 for information and reservations.

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
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